
U, nder Secretary for Science 
Washlngton, DC 20585 

Dr. Jill Dahlbur��, Cl1air, ASCAC 
Naval Resear,ch Laborato·ry, Code 1 ,001 
4555 Overlook }\.venue SW 
vVashingtor1, DC 20375 

Dear Dr. Dal1lbu.rg: 

Jun,e 2. 6� 2007 

I am charging th,:� Advanced Scientific Computing Advisory Committee (ASCAC) to·� 
assess the stratef;ic priorities of the Advance,d Scientific Comp·uting Research (ASCR) 
program, focusir1g on the b, alance between th,e ''core'' research efforts and high 
performance con1puting facilities and on the balance betvvr,een more irnrn,ediate research 
needs of current scientific applications and the long-term invest1nents necessary to 

., 

effecti\1 ely utilize the high performance systems o f th,e future. 

Th,e ASCR p,rogram is delivering lead,ership computing facilities and adv,anced networks 
critical to advancing scientific applications and Department of�Energy missions. In that 
role, ASCR is arl enabling partner to, the other research p•rograms of the Office of Science 
an,d, through IN<:�ITE, t,o American competitiveness.: But ASCR .also plays a criti,cal rol,e 
in advancing the underlying applied mathematics, computer science, and advanced 
network researcl1 necessary to effectively utilize the computing and netwo,rk resourc.es of 
the future. Beca11se succ·ess is often built up, on a decade or more of research effort, it is 
vital for ASCR t<) car,eful ly balanc·e in,lestments in facilities and resear,ch an,d, within 
research,. to bala:rtce tl1e immediate needs of pr,o,gram partners with the long-term 
investments necessary for sustained pr,ogress. 

In 01�der to influe:nce funding decisions in ASCR, I wot1ld like a full report on findings 
an,d recommendc1tions of the ASCAC b, y the February 2008 meeting. I appreciate 
ASCAC' s vvillin. �s:ness to undertake this important activity. 

Sincerely, 

, ond L. Orbach 
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