
Department of Energy 
Off ice ot Science 

Wash(ngton, DC 20585 

August 15� 2003 

Dr. Margarel WrighL, Chainnan 
Advanced Scientific C o m putin g Advisory Committee 
Computer Science Department 
Courant Institute of Mathematical Sciences 
New York University 
251 Mercer Street 
New York1 NY 10012 

Dear Dr. Wright: 

Office of the Director 

In an effort to continue lo validate the effectiveness o f the way that sclentiftc research is 
managed in the U.S. Department or Energy's Office of Science (SC). I am requesting that 
the SC research programs estabhsh a f<)rmal Committee of Visitors (COY), program. The 
COY is to he convened under the authority of the relevant Federal Advisory Committee 
for each program are a . The mission of the COV is: to evaluate how effectively the 
program adheres to the accepLed policies, procedures and management of major program 
elements; and to provide a11 assessment of the proce�ses used to solicit, review, 
recommend, and document proposal actions and monitor active projects and programs. 

1 am requesting that the Advanced Scientific Computing Advisory Committee (ASCAC) 
develop a plan to establish a Corr:nriittee of Visitors to regularly review the Advanced 
Scientific Computing Research (ASCR) Prograrn. The entire ASCR program will be. 
evaluated by a COV over a period of two years. The members of the COV will be 
chosen by ASCAC and the COY w i l l conduct tts reviews in a manner described in the 
enclosure. 

The pfans and schedule for the COV should be finalized no later than September l, 2003. 
and a COV evaluation of the first segment of the ASCR program should take place prior 
to the. ASCAC meeting schcdLtlcd for March/Aprtl 2 004 . 

Sincerely, 
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