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COV Background and Context 

 Committee of Visitor (COV) reviews are an important and high profile 
activity within DOE’s Office of Science (SC). 

 COVs report to the Program Office’s Federal Advisory Committee 
(BERAC) providing valuable input on the management of SC programs. 

 COVs are charged with assessing the efficacy and quality of the 
processes used to solicit, review, recommend, monitor, and document 
funding actions and to assess the quality of the resulting portfolio. 

 Each division (program element) must be assessed at least once every 
three years. 

 The resulting report is transmitted via BERAC to the Director of the 
Office of Science and posted publically on the SC website 

COV Review was held on July 9-11, 2014 
Chair: Dr. David Stahl (Univ. Washington) 
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COV Reporting Documents 

http://science.energy.gov/ber/berac/ber-cov/ 

COV Report 

BER Response 
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 Job Postings 
Microbiologist – 2X* 
Computational Biologist – 2X 
Biophysicist – 1X 
 Travel funds constrained by 

overall SC budgets 

 All new FOAs, proposals,  and 
review info are now done  
electronically in PAMS 

 Iteration 5 of PAMS will 
include a COV module for 
FOAs. 

 Lab SFA materials will also be 
included in PAMS but at a 
later date. 
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General Office-Wide Recommendations Cont’d 

COV Recommendation Program Response 

Almost all of our FOAs and SFA development stem from 
workshops and/or are informed by workshop reports. 

• Generally cited in the FOAs or, 
• Referenced in white paper solicitations for new SFAs at the DOE Labs 

Items not fully referenced by workshops or reports would include: 
• Congressional directed activities (ex. Nuclear Medicine-related FOAs) 
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COV Recommendation Program Response 

• 

 

                   

 

Recently reviewed both JGI 
KBase this past year 

COV concerns echoed by 
reviewers 

JGI-EMSL and DNA synthesis 
capabilities are externally 
reviewed. The ETOP process 
run by JGI but the results are 
reviewed in the context of the 
triennial facility review. 

Also, echoed by reviewers at the 
recent JGI Triennial review 
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                   COV Recommendation Program Response 

Continue collaborations 
with NIH colleagues. 
Protein DataBank was 
renewed in FY 2014 

Upgrades and/or new 
equipment have been provided 
to HFIR and  the LCLS. 

Agree 
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COV Recommendation Program Response 

BSSD will clarify in future 
reviews 

PMs work closely with the Labs to 
develop programs that take 
advantage of unique capabilities 
at the Labs and complement the 
portfolio. Much of this interaction 
is via regular interactions with the 
PMs and at the PI meeting. 
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Laboratory Science Focus Area (SFA)  Recommendations Cont’d 
COV Recommendation Program Response 

KBase emphases will reflect 
current efforts in the program. 
Plants are a major part of 
bioenergy research within the 
Division. 

Agree. As KBase grows its 
infrastructure needs will grow 
too, rapidly. BSSD is very much 
aware of this. Some assets are 
available to us now but a longer 
term computing infrastructure 
plan will be needed. 
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Agree 
Laboratory Science Focus Area (SFA) Recommendations Cont’d 
COV Recommendation Program Response 

The FY 2016  Budget proposes to 
end the Radiological Sciences 
portion of BSSD’s portfolio which 
includes the Low Dose Program and 
the Radiochemistry and Imaging 
Instrumentation Program. 

ELSI issues will continue to be 
integrated within ongoing science 
projects particularly in the Biosystems 
Design portfolio. 
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COV Recommendation Program Response 

Agree. A rigorous pre-app screening 
process is now in place for all BSSD 
FOAs. 

The PAMs system and the new COV 
module currently under development 
will address this at the next COV 
review 

BSSD will continue to maintain a 
robust annual review process for the 
BRCs to ensure complementarity with 
the larger portfolio. 

Agree. The Biofuels SFA programs 
are complementary to the BRC 
efforts. ex. algae work 
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Systems science to meet DOE 
mission needs in bioenergy, climate 
and the environment. 
http://science.energy.gov/ber 

Thank you! 

http://genomicscience.energy.gov 
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